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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 1 November 2010 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance: Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor WI Humphrey (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
 PC Scott Thompson, Community Beat Manager for Blacon Hall, 

Cheshire Constabulary 
 PCSO Wendy Leason, Cheshire Constabulary 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 Harry Dobson, Treasurer, Vernon Institute Management 

Committee 
 
219. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 
220. INTRODUCING PCSO WENDY LEASON 
 
 PC Scott Thompson introduced PCSO Wendy Leason to Members.  She had 

been appointed to fill the post vacated by Mike Butler in August 2010. 
 
 PCSO Leason told the Council that she had been a PCSO, based in Crewe, 

for over three years.  She had asked to transfer to Saughall to be closer to 
home.  She was very interested in community engagement, was willing to get 
involved and was very friendly and approachable. 

 
 RESOLVED: That PCSO Leason be 
 

(1) welcomed to Saughall; 
 

(2) requested to provide the Clerk and Members of the Council with her 
current shift pattern;  and 

 
(2) requested to provide a photograph of herself and some appropriate details 

about herself for inclusion in the November 2010 Parish Newsletter. 
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221. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
222. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4 October 2010 be 

confirmed as a correct record: 
 
223. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PC Thompson provided information on seven reported crimes in Saughall.  

He also informed of various incidents of anti social behaviour that had 
occurred in the village involving youngsters using abusive language, 
throwing stones and playing loud music in the last month. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) PC Thompson and PCSO Leason be thanked for their attendance at 

the meeting. 
 
(b) Homewatch 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, detailed 

low level crime and anti-social activity that had taken place over the last 
few weeks in the village.  This included: 

 
• youths playing football in the Vernon Institute car park 
• a break-in and vandalism at the former Ridings Infants School 
• during half term youths (13 – 15 year olds) rampaging around the 

village until 3 - 4am 
• parking issues at the Peg 
• parking across garages in Saughall Hey whilst children are dropped 

off and picked up from school, preventing access 
• a bonfire set at the Greyhound Pub the previous evening 

 
 Councillor Humphrey also reported that he had a number of questions for 

the PCSO meeting scheduled for 7pm on Tuesday, 16 November 2010 at 
Police Headquarters in Winsford. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr proposed the problems being experienced at the garages 

in Saughall Hey be discussed with PCSO Leason and if necessary 
Cheshire West and Chester Council be asked to extend double yellow lines 
past the garages. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report;  and 
 
(2) the course of action proposed by Councillor B Kerr be taken. 

 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Committee 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had forgotten to bring the 

Team’s written Finance Report to the meeting.  However, she reported that 
the Team currently had approximately £1000 in the bank.  It had the 
funding and volunteers necessary in order to put on a Summer School in 
2011.  It would be necessary to employ a Play Leader for this event.  The 
Team was hoping to attract more volunteers.  It had helped to tidy up the 
Golden Jubilee Park on Saturday, 23 October 2010 (Minute No. 241 (b) 
refers) and had agreed to review dog fouling signage.  The Team was very 
open to requests to take on projects that fell within its remit. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
234. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4 October 2010 

be received. 
 
235. COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW – IMPLICATIONS TO CHESHIRE 

WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL AND SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 Earlier in the evening, prior to this meeting, there had been an open meeting 

to which the public had been invited to attend and make a contribution. 
 
 Although Parishioners’ attendance had been poor they had been asked to 

express their views and explore ideas, in the light of Central Government’s 
Comprehensive Spending Review (which was announced on 20 October 
2010), on how their local community should be run, how services traditionally 
provided by Councils should be delivered in future, considering street litter 
picking in particular and on the “Big Society” that was expected to take power 
away from politicians and give it to the people. 

 
 The Council had considered it appropriate to facilitate an open discussion with 

local people so that it could take views expressed into account when assigning 
its future priorities, determining its budget for 2011/12 and moving forward in 
the current climate of economic downturn. 

 
 Parishioners’ concerns had centred round the Council’s administration costs.  

It was made clear that if the Principal Authority wanted the Council to provide 
any services it would have to provide the necessary financial support. 
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 It was noted that the Big Society was a very old concept that relied on 
volunteers taking pride in their local area. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council keep its administration costs under continuous financial 

review and they be looked at carefully, as part of the budget setting process. 
 
236. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had received a request from 

Saughall Colts, via Paul Parry, to use the Golden Jubilee Park as the venue to 
set off their fireworks, as the venue they had previously earmarked for this 
annual event, the Greyhound Pub, had closed suddenly.  (A formal request 
had also been made at the open meeting held immediately before this one by 
Andy Youde, who had represented Saughall Colts.)  Consequently, councillor 
Mrs JM Young had contacted the Clerk who had advised her that if the 
Council was to agree to this request, such agreement must be subject to 
appropriate health and safety checks being carried out, a satisfactory risk 
assessment being completed and necessary insurance being put in place. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the content of the report be noted;  and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Paul Parry  of the conditions on which the 

Council agrees the Golden Jubilee Park can be used as a venue for a 
firework display over the forthcoming weekend.  

 
237. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 30 October 2010 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford had presided over the Parish Council Surgery held 

outside of the Co-op Stores.  She had been unable to attend this meeting 
but had sent her apologies along with a written report on issues raised at 
her Surgery as follows: 

 
• thanks to Carl Jones for all the support he has given the local 

community whilst he has been the Licensee at the Greyhound Pub 
• lots of residents who live in The Close still have wire bins left by 

Chester City Council; a number did not have a vehicle and were unable 
to dispose of them now they were no longer necessary.  They objected 
to having to pay £15 to have them removed 

 Councillor RA Storrar agreed to address this problem in his role as a 
Cheshire west and Chester Councillor. 

• concern that nothing was being done to repair the large potholes, on 
both sides of the road, outside All Saints Church/School 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the report be noted. 
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(b) Surgery to be held on Saturday, 8 January 2011 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor RA Storrar be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery on Saturday, 8 January 2011 to be held outside of the Co-
op Store between 10:00am and 10:45am. 

 
238. REPORT A PROBLEM  
 
 The Council considered two Report-a-Problem Forms that had been 

appended to the agenda as follows: 
 

(a) Garages on Saughall Hey 
 
 Mr A Howden reported the problems being experienced because parents 

were parking across garages whilst picking up and dropping off their 
children at school.  This meant the car owners could not get their vehicles 
out of their garages. 

 
 It was noted that this problem had been highlighted earlier in the meeting 

where it had been agreed that it would be discussed with the new PSCO 
with a view to preventative action being taken.  (Minute No. 223 (b) refers) 

 
(b) House Next Door to the Co-op Store 
 
 Mr T Griffiths asked if the hedge could be cut back to the boundary fence. 
 
 It was agreed to refer this matter to the Saughall Neighbourhood 

Management Team to deal with. 
 

239. CONSULTATION – LOCAL REFERENDUMS TO VETO EXCESSIVE 
COUNCIL TAX INCREASES 

 
 Further to Minute No. 177/2010 the Council noted the content of a letter dated 

6 October 2010 from Stephen Mosley MP along with a letter to him dated 1 
October 2010 from the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Bob Neill MP. 

 
 The Cheshire Association of Local Councils had set out its views on the 

consultation paper on local referendums to veto excessive council tax 
increases.  These would take account of the overall response to the 
consultation before taking final decisions on the referendums scheme and 
subsequent legislation.  The Government’s response to the consultation would 
be published in due course. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that in October 2010, the Secretary of State Eric 

Pickles had announced details of the proposed Council Tax freeze in 2011/12.  
Whilst he had asked Local Councils to use restraint they had been specifically 
excluded from the scheme leaving their independent precepting powers intact. 
This development arose following discussions with the Department for 
Communities and Local Government by representatives from the National 
Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks.  The 
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Clerk informed that she had already included this news in the November 2010 
edition of the Parish Council Newsletter 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the content of the letters referred to above be noted. 
 
240. STREETSCENE 
 

(a) Parish Street Orderly Scheme 
 
 The Clerk reported that Mike Solari, Streetscene Development Team 

Leader, Cheshire West and Chester Council had been tasked with looking 
into the Council’s request for additional hours for its street orderly grant by 
his line manager, Simon Lammond, Senior Manager Streetscene.  
However, there appeared to be no progress being made. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Streetscene Standards 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that both the Council’s Street Cleaning 

Contractor and his Sub-Contractor had commented on an increase in litter 
in certain areas of the village.  In particular, the All Saints School’s 
attention must be drawn to the amount of litter accumulating in its vicinity, 
probably blown there by the wind.  It desperately need de-littering. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr also informed that he had attended a meeting on Friday, 

29 October 2010 with representatives of Mollington and Lea-by-Backford 
Parish Councils on the new Streetscene Standards.  It had been a good 
and very constructive meeting.  Cheshire West and Chester Council 
officers had taken the Parish Council representatives through the level of 
service that would be provided, based on the new standards. 

 
 If the Council wished to maintain the same standards as present it would 

need to top up what would be provided.  The Street Cleaning Grant would 
not continue.  A fortnightly service would be provided in comparison to the 
current weekly one enjoyed in most areas, although there were “hot spots” 
that were de-littered daily.  Some areas would be de-littered monthly and 
others quarterly.  These were minimum standards. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that he had requested a further meeting to walk 

the village to point out “hot spots” and this had been agreed with officers of 
Cheshire West and Chester Council.  The problem areas of the village 
were Hermitage Road, Fiddlers Lane and Long Lane where litter was 
regularly dropped from vehicles.  If these roads were only de-littered 
quarterly it was agreed they would be an absolute mess.  Concern was 
also raised about litter at the bus terminus and it was hoped that evidence 
could be obtained that would prove who the culprits were that dropped it so 
they could be dealt with appropriately. 
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 Councillor B Kerr agreed to identify the “hot spots” in the hope that they 
could attract an increased level of service.  The Council would have to 
tender for the litter picking it required over and above what Cheshire West 
and Chester Council was able to provide.  This would include “hot spots”, 
recreation areas and the Golden Jubilee Park.  He agreed to arrange the 
second meeting referred to above and bring a report to the next meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be noted; 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to contact Sue Fernandes of Cheshire West and 

Chester Council to request a litter bin and receptacle for cigarette ends 
is provided at the bus terminus; 

 
(3) those Members who are also All Saints School Governors be requested 

to instigate appropriate action to clear the litter on the School’s 
premises;  and 

 
(4) a report on the second meeting referred to above be provided for the 

next meeting of the Council. 
 
241. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
 

(a) Perimeter Path 
 
 It was reported that the perimeter path had been sprayed with weed killer. 
 
(b) Clean-up – Saturday, 23 October 2010 
 
 Members received a report on the Golden Jubilee Park clean-up which had 

gone well.  Several Councillors, together with Saughall Cricket Club and 
Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team representatives had worked 
in pouring rain. Councillor RA Storrar had loaned his dingy to assist with 
de-littering the ponds and subsequently, large amounts of rubbish had 
been dragged from them, including as a double buggy.  It was noted that 
the level of both ponds was very low. 

 
(c) Car Park Drainage 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the car park’s drainage be referred to the next meeting of the Finance 

and General Purposes Committee scheduled for Thursday, 18 November 
2010 for consideration. 
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(d) Safety Surface Replacement 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the safety surface replacement be referred to the next meeting of the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee scheduled for Thursday, 18 
November 2010 for consideration. 

 
(e) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Rural Support Development Fund 
 
 It was reported that funding of a minimum of £5,000 and a maximum of 

£50,000 was available with secured match funding.  The closing date for 
this round of applications was Tuesday, 30 November 2010. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to 

consider putting together an application for funding from Cheshire West 
and Chester Council’s Rural Support Development Fund and be given 
delegated authority to submit any bid before the deadline laid down. 

 
(f) Roadside Hedge 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the roadside hedge be referred to the next meeting of the Finance 

and General Purposes Committee scheduled for Thursday, 18 November 
2010 for consideration. 

 
(g) Aerial Runway 
 
 It was noted that the new cable had to be fitted to the aerial runway 

because the old one was frayed, possibly due to vandalism.  The new 
cable cost £90 and it cost £250 to fit it. 

 
242. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Youth Club had attracted some 

funding from Marks and Spencer that would be used to purchase new 
equipment and furnishings.  Club attendance was reaching the upper limit of 
30. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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243. THE NEW SCHOOL AND THE FUTURE OF THE FORMER INFANT AND 
JUNIOR SCHOOLS 

 
(a) All Saints Primary School 
 
 It was reported that the traffic congestion in the vicinity of the All Saints 

primary School at the beginning and end of the school day continued. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
 That the situation at the All Saints Primary School at the beginning and end 

of the day be continually monitored and a report be brought to the next 
meeting. 

 
(b) The Former Ridings Community Infant School Building 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had been approached by 

someone who wanted to purchase the former Ridings Community Infant 
School building for the purpose of nursery provision. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) The “Church Hall”  
 
 There was no progress to report 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the lack of progress be noted. 
 

244. ALL SAINTS CHURCH RE-ROOFING 
 
 The Vicar, Rev Brian Harris and two Church Wardens together had written a 

letter dated 25 October 2010 to the Chairman informing of an appeal to raise 
£70,000 to retile and insulate the church roof and had requested the Council’s 
financial help.  The letter also dispelled the idea that, in the near future, the 
Church may have funds to finance the roof itself. 

 
 Members took the view that the Council should use Council Tax Payers 

money to assist repairs to the Church roof and that it was a matter for the 
Church to raise its own funds to maintain the fabric of the building. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Rev Harris and the Church Wardens be informed that it was the 

unanimous view of the Council that it could not provide financial support to the 
Church to repair its roof for the reasons set out above.  
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245. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SAUGHALL 
 
 Further to Minute No. 209/2010 concerning the proposals for affordable 

housing on the Lodge Lane site.  Two Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) 
had submitted detailed expressions of interest. They had been assessed and 
scored against the criteria within the tender brief. 

 
 Members were reminded that the site had been offered for consideration and 

potential sale, subject to the use being only for affordable housing and also 
with restrictions in relation to the standards of build and accommodation.  In 
particular, if the site was able to be progressed then Cheshire West and 
Chester Council was seeking to ensure that the proposal met the highest 
possible standards against the Code for Sustainable Homes as was possible 
in this location (either Code 5 or Code 6).  If the Lodge Lane proposal went 
forward it would be an exemplar scheme. 

 
 The recently closed tender process had been an open and fair method of 

seeking interest from all potential parties (and was the mechanism Cheshire 
West and Chester Council was advised to follow) before it could look in detail 
at the returned tenders and assess them against the scheme requirements 
and specified standards. 

 
 To help guide and inform the process of selection the two tenderers had 

presented their proposals to an invited selection of representatives from the 
Council and the Parish Council on 18 October 2010.  This had provided an 
initial view of the emerging proposals.  A further meeting had been held and 
Members reported on its proceedings and that it had informed the selection of 
the preferred tenderer.  The successful and therefore appointed Housing 
Association for this scheme was Chester and District Housing Trust (CDHT). 

 
 The appointment of CDHT now meant that the next round of work could be 

started and progressed. The Council, CDHT and Cheshire West and Chester 
Council (CWAC) were all extremely keen to maintain forward momentum for 
this scheme.  In particular, CDHT and CWAC Council wanted to ensure that 
formal input and comment was obtained from both the Council and wider 
Saughall community over the next couple of months to help shape the 
proposals towards a possible future planning application.  This input was 
important to the success of the scheme particularly in relation to informing and 
refining the design and layout as well as seeking assurances regarding the 
technical and funding elements within the proposed development. 

 
 There was still a significant way to go on this particular project not least issues 

over funding, so this remained still very much preliminary work. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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246. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 This problem would be raised with PCSO Leason. 
 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area 
 
 Members queried what arrangements were in place within Cheshire West 

and Chester Council to assist Saughall to become a Community Speed 
Watch Area now that Cheshire Community Action no longer had funding 
for this important initiative.  Councillor RA Storrar agreed to look into this 
matter and report back to the next Council meeting. 

 
(c) Pot Holes 
 
 Further to Minute No. 237 (a)/2010 consideration was given to the large pot 

holes on the junction of Church Road and Saughall Hey.  The Clerk had 
reported these potholes a number of times to Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Area Engineer, Ian McNeill but they had not been repaired. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to, once again, bring the offending pot holes to 

the attention of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Engineer, Ian 
McNeill and inform him that if they were not repaired urgently Councillor B 
Crowe will escalate the matter to the Chief Executive. 

 
(d) Bus Stop Opposite Aspen Grove on Hermitage Road 
 
 Members were concerned as the bus stop was not fit for purpose. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Andy Nickson of Cheshire West and Chester Council be asked for a 

progress report on the status and standard of the bus stop. 
 
(e) Bus Shelter on the Parkgate Road – Roof Repairs 
 
 Only one quotation to repair the bus stop had been received others would 

continue to be sought. 
 
(f) Hedge on Hermitage Road/Aspen Grove 
 
 Brambles were still encroaching onto the footpath and pedestrians had to 

step out into the road to avoid them. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the responsible land owners be requested to cut back the offending 

vegetation. 
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(g) Church Road Pathway – Uneven Surface 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey had reported the problem to Cheshire West and 

Chester Council and had been given a job number 3116456.  A progress 
report would be requested. 

 
(h) Hedge Protruding onto the Path in Lodge Lane 
 
 The offending brambles in the hedge by 22 Lodge Lane had now been cut 

back. 
  
(i) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that this was being progressed by Cheshire 

West and Chester Council who was endeavouring to put a gate in place. 
 
(j) Speed Limits on the A540 
 
 There was no progress to report. 
 
(k) Illegal Parking in Aldersey Close and the request for double yellow lines to 

be put down on the approach to the highway (5 metres each side). 
 
 A site meeting had been held with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Senior Engineer, Andy Raynor on Tuesday, 12 October 2010.  Councillors 
Mrs K Ford and Mrs JM Young had been invited to attend along with 
Councillor RA Storrar in his capacity as a Cheshire West and Chester 
Councillor.  Members provided a report on the proceedings of this meeting. 

 
 Following the site meeting the Senior Engineer had sent the Clerk a plan 

showing the extents of a No Waiting At Any Time restriction should it be 
provided in accordance with paragraph 243 of the Highway Code which 
stated drivers 'DO NOT stop or park opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) 
of a junction'.  Members noted that this paragraph of the Highway Code 
was guidance only in that it stated drivers DO NOT rather than MUST 
NOT. 

 
 Although Aldersey Close did not form part of the adopted highway network 

it could be subjected to a Traffic Regulation Order in association with 
restriction provided on the adopted Church Road for the reasons of road 
safety.  Furthermore, as any proposed restrictions on Church Road would 
be provided in accordance with the guidance of the Highway Code it would 
be absolute best practice to address the 10 metres in all directions of the 
junction, which included into Aldersey Close. 

 
 In addition to the above, the Senior Engineer was also very concerned that 

if his Council did not provide similar restrictions in Aldersey Close (just 
address Church Road) then the parked vehicles displaced from Church 
Road (up to 4 no. vehicles) would simply park/wait in Aldersey Close and 
there would ultimately be a situation where vehicles were parking right up 
to the junction in this cul-de-sac.  Not only would this severely impact on 
the parking available to residents of Aldersey Close it would also introduce 
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a hazard in situations where vehicles cannot pass in and out of Aldersey 
Close for the majority of its length, hence creating the possibility of rear 
end shunt type collisions on Church Road. 

 
 Whilst accepting that the existing situation for residents exiting Aldersey 

Close was not ideal and that visibility was a realistic concern at times when 
vehicles were parked within 10 metres of the junction, the Senior Engineer 
believed that prudence must be exercised in providing a scheme (Order) 
that would address not only the current concerns and situation but also any 
situations that may arise in the future, such as displaced parking into 
Aldersey Close.  Residents and relatives of residents had commented that 
parking within Aldersey Close was currently not an issue but in the Senior 
Engineer’s experience this displaced parking would migrate to other areas 
and this was usually to the nearest point of relief which in this case would 
be into Aldersey Close should the restriction not be provided at this 
location. 

 
 The Senior Engineer thought it would be extremely advantageous if it could 

be determined what times and by whom the majority of this parking took 
place. 

 
 Before the matter was progressed further the Senior Engineer welcomed 

Members’ comments, particularly with regards to the extent of any 
restrictions Cheshire West and Chester Council may wish to implement. 

 
 Members were aware that the residents of Aldersey Close had received 

letters from Cheshire West and Chester Council regarding this matter and 
their comments were invited.  If they were not happy with the proposal it 
was expected that it would not be implemented. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(l) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s New Local Transport Plan – Have 

Your Say 
 
 It was noted that views were requested by 31 December 2010 and 

Members had been sent a copy of the questionnaire electronically. 
 

247. THE REDEVELOPMENT OF WAIN HOUSE  
 
 The Clerk reported that the Wain House re-development was progressing well.  

The brick work was completed up to the first floor and the first floor was 
currently being screeded.  Block work was being completed on the first floor. 

 
 The developer Seddons was arranging a further coffee morning for the end of 

November 2010. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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248. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CELEBRATION – 2 DECEMBER 2010 
 
 The Council received an updated on the arrangements for the Christmas 

Lights Celebration event.  The Saughall Rotary Club would also be involved 
with the event.  There would be a parade from the Methodist Church at 
approximately 6:15pm.  The Christmas tree would be located at the back of 
the Vernon Institute (VI) building in the car park but would later be moved in 
front of the VI.  There would be stalls and refreshments in the VI.  The Vernon 
Institute Management Committee was hoping to tie this event in with the VI’s 
centenary celebrations.  Details would be included in the November 2010 
Parish Council Newsletter. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
249. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) Vernon Institute (VI) Building - Five Year Maintenance Plan 
 
 A five year maintenance plan had been prepared by the VIMC and 

Saughall residents would be consulted upon it.  The detail was included in 
the November 2010 edition of the Parish Council Newsletter. 

 
 Bob Salisbury informed that the VIMC would also be consulting residents 

on the use of the VI Building and its future.  He enquired whether the 
Council would like some input into the drawing up of the questionnaire. 

 
(b) Clock Tower/War Memorial 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that there were funds that could be 

accessed to maintain war memorials. 
 
(c) Funding Application to WREN 
 
 A decision was still awaited on the £8,000 funding application to WREN. 
  
(d) Remembrance Sunday, 14 November 2010 
 
 Arrangements were well in hand for a ceremony at the war memorial on 

Remembrance Sunday at 3pm followed by refreshments in the VI.  
 

250. ODD JOBS 
 
 The Council had no odd jobs at the current time. 
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251. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 October 2010: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2010/2011 £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 250.00 102428 
 (Planning training session)  
 Wirral Borough Council 69.22 102429 
 (Photocopying and post) 
 Just a Mow 200.00 102430 
 (Spraying weed killer on the perimeter path)  
 Mr R Hipkiss (Litter Picking) 1007.67   102431 
 Wirral Borough Council) 77.54 102432 
 (Photocopying and post) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 35.00 102433 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 474.73 102434 
 Mr H Wilkinson (Moving a waste bin) 30.00 102435  
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 10.00 102436 
 (Travelling expenses when attending training courses) 
 Public Works Loan Board Direct Debit – £2,771.22 on 15 November 2010 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the following receipt be noted: £ 
 
 Little Stanney & District Parish Council for Councillor   10.00 
 D Astbury’s Planning training. 
 Puddington and District Parish Council for     20.00 
 2 Members’ Planning training. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 

252. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Members’ attendance was agreed in respect of the following outside body 
meetings: 

 
• Cheshire Association of Local Councils PCSO meeting at 7:00pm on 

Tuesday, 16 November 2010 at the Police Headquarters, Winsford. 
 Councillors A Warrington and WI Humphrey agreed to attend. 
• Mickle Trafford Community Forum at 6:30pm on 16 February 2011 in 

the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 
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 As the meeting would be held in Saughall issues relevant to the village 
were requested for the agenda.  Consequently, the Council asked the 
Clerk to request that highway Issues, and in particular, potholes and 
their repair be included on the agenda for this meeting because some 
repairs were taking far too long.  Complaints made by the Parish 
Council did not seem to be acted upon with any degree of urgency and 
as a result the Clerk found herself chasing progress on them after every 
Parish Council meeting.  Also, as Saughall wanted to become a 
Community Speed Watch Area the Council would like to discuss the 
criteria and evidencing of it. 

  
• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Do you want to find out more 

about developing and managing community play provision for your area 
Workshop on Thursday, 25 November 2010, 6pm for 6:30pm start at 
the Barbour Institute, Tattenhall 

 Councillor A Warrington agreed to attend. 
 
(b) Reports from Members on proceedings at outside body meetings:  

• Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Annual Meeting 0n Thursday 
21 October 2010, 6.30-9.00pm at Middlewich Civic Hall. 

 
 Councillors WI Humphrey, B Kerr and Mrs JM Young attended this 

event.  They report that the refreshments were very nice but it had been 
difficult to hear what was being said in the meeting as sound equipment 
had not been used.  It had been agreed that there would be no increase 
in affiliation fees in 2011/12. 

 
• Voluntary Sector Funding Fair on Thursday, 21 October 2010 at 

Winsford Lifestyle Centre 
 
 The Council had not sent a representative but Councillor Mrs JM Young 

had requested the details on funding opportunities. 
 
• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Workshop on Parish Planning 

and Village Design Statements on Thursday, 7 October 2010 at 6:00pm 
for a 6:30pm start at the Barbour Institute, Tattonhall (Places are limited 
to two per parish) 

 
 Councillor DF Holman had attended this meeting and reported that it 

had been very interesting.  He had picked up a lot of information. 
 
• Cheshire Community Action Annual General Meeting at 6:30pm on 

Wednesday, 27 October 2010 at the Freemasons Hall, Cheshire View, 
Plough Lane, Christleton, Chester.  CH3 7PT 

 
 Councillor B Kerr had attended this formal meeting and reported that 

there had been a discussion on the Government’s Big Society agenda 
and how communities were already delivering this agenda in Cheshire. 

 
• Mickle Trafford Community Forum on Wednesday, 20 October 2010 at 

6:30pm at the Shell UK Excel Centre. 
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 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar had attended this meeting and informed that it 
had been all about emergency planning and there had been a 
presentation from the Cheshire Fire and rescue Service. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 

 
253. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
 
 No communications had been received other than those included on the 

agenda for the meeting  
 
254. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received. 


